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Category: Additional Plumbing Services

Subcategory: More Services

Tip: Avoiding Frozen Pipes

If you live in an area where the temperatures drop to chilling weather, you’ve probably
encountered the problem of frozen pipes. If you want to avoid frozen pipes for the next
winter season, try these suggestions: If you leave your outdoor hoses connected,
freezing water may expand and cause fixtures inside your home to break from freezing
water. Disconnect the outdoor hoses to be safe.Insulate your exposed pipes in colder
areas of the home, like basements and crawlspaces. Heat tape or thermostat controlled
heat cable around your pipes can keep your pipes from freezing.If you have outdoor
faucets, turn off the interior shut-off valve to those faucets. Don’t forget to drain out any
water which could form ice.

Tip: Backflow Certification

If you own a business, legislation likely requires you to get your backflow meter tested
and certified annually. It's a necessary task to get your backflow meter checked
because if you don’t, you could face hefty fines and a possible suspension of your
business. In addition, when you get backflow certification, you can you have the
confidence that the water at your place of business is clean and free of contaminants.
Contact a plumbing professional with experience in the area of backflow certification.
Your plumbing professional should not only be able to test your backflow system, but
will be able to install your meter, certify it, and find ways to make sure you comply with
your local legislation.

Tip: Environmentally Friendly Drain Maintenance

If you're interested in a greener, healthier environment, see if your local plumber has an
environmentally friendly drain maintenance program for your place of business. By
using a non-toxic formula, your local plumber can schedule regular maintenance with
you to flush out your plumbing system. This type of cleaner has powerful
microorganisms to counteract clogged lines. Capable of converting organic waste into
non-harmful carbon dioxide and water, these sustainable cleaning agents get rid of
unwanted odors in your plumbing system. Check to see if your local plumber has an
environmentally friendly drain maintenance program with approval for use in areas
where food is processed as well.

Tip: High Pressure Water Jetting For Plumbing Maintenance
If you have a business and your plumbing is plagued by grease, debris, sludge, and
other materials, you might want to consider high pressure water jetting as a method of



plumbing maintenance. Using a cable is effective to break through tree roots and other
solid obstructions. However, when it comes to grease and other slimy products, high
pressure water jetting is a more effective form of plumbing maintenance. High pressure
water jetting uses water sprayed with a great deal of force through your plumbing. It
works by pushing debris out of pipes and pulverizing solid objects like tree roots. It is an
effective, timely, and environmentally safe form of plumbing maintenance.

Tip: Take Advantage of Scheduled Maintenance as a Plumbing Service

If your commercial business counts on plumbing to run smoothly at all times in order to
operate effectively, consider signing up for a scheduled maintenance as part of your
plumbing service. A plumbing professional will work with you to maintain your plumbing
on a regular basis. With a scheduled maintenance, you’ll get the benefit of avoiding
emergency plumbing situations which could shut your business down or bog you down
with unnecessary interruptions and loss of income. Check to see if the plumbing service
offers you additional benefits like courtesy plumbing inspections and on site advice on
how to solve persistent plumbing problems.

Tip: Underground Leak and Line Detection

Finding a leak in your plumbing, locating other lines, or finding the exact location of your
septic tank doesn’t have to involve disruptive digging to your landscape. When your
plumber employs underground leak and line detection, he’s using high-tech equipment
over the surface of the ground to locate the source of the plumbing problem. Regardless
of whether you have metal pipes or non-metal pipes, your plumber can find the leak in
your plumbing. He can also use this technology to avoid gas lines or find them as well.
Even better, most weather conditions will allow your plumber to use underground leak
and line detection.

Category: Clogged Drains

Subcategory: Drain Tips

Tip: Faucet Repair: Troubleshooting Sluggish Water Flow

Roto-Rooter Tip: If you aren’t able to conduct the faucet repair yourself, contact a
reputable plumbing and drain service. A reputable plumbing and drain service can
conduct faucet repair, taking steps to adhere to the original manufacturer’s standards.
Whether you need a faucet repair or a faucet replacement, going with a professional will
save you time and keep you from headaches.

Tip: Preventive Measures For Clog Free Kitchen Plumbing
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Want to keep your kitchen plumbing functioning properly? Take on these preventive
measures for clog free kitchen plumbing: 1. Don’t use the garbage disposer without
running water down the pipes to flush out particles. Run the water both 15 seconds
before and 15 seconds after you use the garbage disposer. 2. Watch what liquids go
down your kitchen sink. Liquid grease shouldn’t go down your kitchen sink. Take the
time to dispose of it in your trash instead. 3. Keep your kitchen plumbing clog free by
not putting food particles with a stringy or fibrous consistency. That means celery
pieces, banana pieces, and skins from poultry don’t go down the garbage disposer.

Tip: Three Easy Steps To Avoid Bathroom Plumbing Problems
Roto-Rooter Tip: Be sure there's a trash can in each bathroom of your home to reduce
the chance of garbage being flushed into your plumbing system.

Category: Finding a Plumber

Subcategory: Plumbers

Tip: Chicago Plumber For Your Business Needs

Roto-Rooter Tip: Do you have needs for a commercial plumber in the Chicago area?
People know Roto-Rooter for their services as a residential plumber, but this Chicago
plumber also provides commercial plumbing services. This Chicago plumber offers
everything for the plumbing needs of businesses from routine pipe maintenance to
emergency plumbing and drain service.

Tip: Five Things To Look For When Hiring A Plumber or Plumbing Contractor

If you're doing renovations to your home, the process of selecting a plumber will vary a
bit from the process of selecting a plumber to fix a drain clog in your home. When
looking for a plumber or plumbing contractor, you will want to do the following: 1. Get
recommendations from friends or neighbors of plumbing contractors who have worked
on home renovations. That way, you can have the added benefit of working with a
plumbing contractor who has had a successful working relationship with someone you
know. 2. Verify the state licensing of your plumbing contractor. You'll be able to find out
whether the person in question has any complaints filed against him. 3. Find out what
the hourly rate of your plumbing contractor is and what you’ll be paying for. For
instance, will the plumbing contractor charge you for demolition to access a pipe in
addition to plumbing work? Will you be charged an hourly rate while your plumber waits
on-site for parts? 4. Verify whether your plumbing contractor is bonded and has
worker’s compensation and insurance. 5. Research at least three different plumbing
contractors and obtain estimates. Choose one based not just on the rates, but also what
you will be paying for and their level of service and reliability.
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Tip: Hiring A Boston Plumber — Talk To A Live Person

Roto-Rooter Tip: A Boston plumber such as Roto-Rooter offers 24-hour emergency
service, every day of the week. If you require plumbing assistance from a Boston
plumber as soon as possible, even during wee hours, look for a professional plumbing
company which offers emergency services. Many plumbing companies offer emergency
service, but may charge extra for off hours.

Tip: Hiring A Boston Plumber — Talk To A Live Person

If you live in the Boston area, you have a large pool of plumbers to choose from for your
plumbing needs. Whether you’re looking to fix a clog in your sink or hoping to clear a
plugged toilet, you may have wondered what is the best way to select someone to clear
the piping in your home. Plumbing is an all-important, but often taken for granted aspect
in a household. Next time you need to get an obstruction in your plumbing cleared, keep
this in mind — if you want to work with a professional, make sure you can speak to a live
person. If you're getting stuck with an answering service, answering machine, or worse
— no answer at all — you need to rethink your plumbing choice. Plumbing mishaps can
happen at any time, day or night. When the plunger doesn’t do the trick at 2 AM, you
need to get a hold of a professional as soon as possible. You can find plumbing
services which have a live person available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. That way,
you'll know who is available and when they’ll be there. If one Boston plumber can'’t help
you, at least you can try finding another Boston plumber that will.

Tip: Keep Your Plumber From Charging Through The Roof

Sometimes the gap between what you thought your plumber quoted you and what you
get handed as your plumbing bill is pretty astronomical. To keep your plumbing bill
tame, follow our tidbits to help keep your plumber from charging you through the roof.
Talk to your plumber and be clear about what work will be done and find out exactly
what you’ll get charged for and how much.Get all numbers in writing, with all specific
work accounted for.Don’t pay for a major project such as the installation of a water
heater upfront. You want them to do a good job and you'’ll want some recourse if the
work doesn’t turn out as planned.Clear out the area before your plumber arrives. Your
plumber charges by the hour, so you don’t want to keep him waiting while you're
tackling a clean work area.If you can avoid having your plumber come during
emergency and peak rate hours, do so. Your plumbing bill will be much lower.

Tip: Questions To Ask The Plumbers Before You Hire

Roto-Rooter Tip: If you have a specific question for plumbers about plumbing in your
home or business, visit the frequently asked questions section of rotorooter.com or
request an answer from one of the Roto-Rooter master plumbers. Roto-Rooter
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plumbers will answer your questions online through their Website forum.

Tip: What Your Plumbing Contractor Should Know

For remodeling jobs, you should look for a plumbing contractor who knows how to get
the job done in a timely fashion, within budget, and with a high level of professionalism.
Unforeseeable events can always happen, but this is what you should expect your
plumbing contractor to know. Your plumbing contractor should be aware of local
building codes and how to adhere to them. If not, he should know how to research what
the local building codes are.Your plumbing contractor should know how to keep the
work area clean and minimize impact to the surrounding area. You don’t want to work
with someone who will leave grease stains on your carpeting, unnecessarily open up
plumbing areas on your walls, and won't clean his work area after the project is
complete.

Category: Garbage Disposer

Subcategory: Installation and Repair

Tip: Call Your Seattle Plumber For Garbage Disposer Installation

Contact your local Seattle plumber to install a garbage disposer and save yourself the
trouble and hazards of doing it yourself. You won'’t have to deal with figuring out circuitry
and building codes — your Seattle plumber will do it for you. Your Seattle plumber can
also facilitate repairs of an existing garbage disposer if you want to try and keep the one
you have. However, you can also try these solutions for minor problems before you
contact your Seattle plumber: If your garbage disposer suddenly shuts off during
operation, it may be due to the overload protector triggering when the unit overheats.
After shutting off power, try the reset button and then turn your garbage disposer back
on.

Tip: How To Install A Garbage Disposer

You should only install your own garbage disposal if you have experience working with
electrical wiring and have some knowledge working with local building codes.
Otherwise, it's important that you call in a professional for help to avoid more damage. If
you have the know-how to do this do-it-yourself project, follow our instructions on how to
install a garbage disposal: 1. Remove the drain lines to both sinks if you have a dual
bowl sink. Next, remove the strainer from the bowl that you'll be using for the garbage
disposal. Then, remove the strainer body. You should now have a simple hole at the
base of your sink bowl. 2. Take plumber’s putty, roll it between your hands, and form a
length to run along the flange of your disposal unit. 3. Place the flange onto the drain
hole. Then, attach the gasket to the flange, followed by the upper and lower mounting



rings. 4. Snap the retaining ring into place next, tightening the three screws into the
mounting ring until the flange assembly is secure. 5. Since the plumber’s putty should
have squeezed out, you can trim the excess and clear out the debris from the sink. 6.
Review your manufacturer’s instructions to attach the garbage disposal to the flange.
You'll either attach the unit via a mounting ring or bolts. 7. Take the washer or gasket,
which should come with your disposal unit, and attach the discharge tube to the
discharge opening on the side of the disposal. 8. If you will be using a dishwasher in
conjunction with your garbage disposal, remove the plug inside the dishwasher nipple.
Then, attach the discharge tube to the dishwasher nipple. 9. This is the last step in how
to install a garbage disposal. You can put in the drain lines. For a dual bowl sink, you
can run the discharge tube perpendicular to the drain line. (You can use a single
P-trap.) The discharge to can connect just above the trap.

Tip: Safety Tips For Garbage Disposer Installation

Roto-Rooter Tip: Roto-Rooter recommends following two safety tips before
troubleshooting a faulty garbage disposer. First, turn your garbage disposer off before
performing any kind of inspection. Second, never put your hands down the drain to your
garbage disposer.

Tip: Wiring The Electrical Circuits For Your Garbage Disposal Unit

If your garbage disposal unit doesn’t have its own electrical circuits, you can still try
another route. Tie your garbage disposal unit into the electrical circuits for the
dishwasher. 1. You'll need a single pole switch to operate your garbage disposal unit. 2.
Tie neutral white wires together with a wire nut. 3. Tie bare ground wires together with a
wire nut. 4. Each of the two black wires attaches to a terminal on the single pole switch.
Attach the incoming wire to the bottom terminal. Attach the outgoing wire to the top
terminal.

Category: Plumbing Codes

Subcategory: Details

Tip: Bring A House For Sale Up To Code

If you're selling your home, you may have wondered whether or not you need to bring
the old plumbing up to code. Maybe you even got something like the sink vent from your
kitchen written up by the potential buyer’'s home inspector and he’s asking you to make
the house up to date before you sell it. Do you have to do it? If you're not doing any
renovations on your home, you likely don’t have to bring your house up to code just for
the sale. There are a few exceptions to the rule, so check with your local municipality for
their list of requirements if you’re not sure. However, it is a negotiation point, so in that
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respect, consider whether or not it's a point worth arguing over if you're interested in
selling your home.

Tip: International Residential Code — A Guide For Home Building

Residential codes vary by local municipality to local municipality. However, one
comprehensive codebook is becoming the adopted regulatory source by building
departments across the United States — the International Residential Code. The
International Residential Code (IRC) first came out in 2000 as the all-inclusive codebook
covering each type of climate and hazard as well as regulations to keep residential
construction safe from those hazards. New for 2006, the IRC has much of its content
updated in response to the damage caused by the hurricane season in 2005. Eighty
percent of changes have to do with increased safety considerations and more stringent
response to the impact of the elements on housing. Twenty percent of the changes
have to do with making complex text and tables easier to read.

Tip: Meeting Current Plumbing Codes

If you’'ve had a home inspector look over your home recently and some of your
plumbing is not up to code, you don’t have to worry about it — yet. You only have to deal
with current plumbing codes if you are making any alterations or additions to your home
affecting the plumbing. For instance, if you decide to add a new bathroom to your home
and your existing kitchen sink doesn’t meet current plumbing codes for venting, you
wouldn’t have to worry about updating your kitchen sink if it doesn’t affect the new
construction or if the new construction doesn’t affect the kitchen sink. You would,
however, need to make sure the new bathroom meets all current plumbing codes.

Tip: Plumbing Code Reference

If you're doing renovations that will affect the plumbing in a new or existing
non-residential structure, you should refer to the Uniform Plumbing Code as your guide
to requirements the department of building and safety will uphold you to in order to
approve the construction you're doing. This comprehensive plumbing code reference
comes out every three years and is available in a loose-leaf binder version as well as on
CD Rom. The most recent version is the 2006 Uniform Plumbing Code. As the building
industry standard for plumbing related construction, contractors, architects, and
mechanical and plumbing engineers refer to this plumbing code reference for much of
their work.

Tip: The Final Say On Plumbing Codes In Your Home

If you're remodeling your home and you're doing any work which might affect the
plumbing, you’ll have to adhere to your local plumbing codes. Remodeling work which
would fall under the guidelines of local plumbing codes could include something as






